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Required Text:   
 
Cooper, M., & Lesser, J. (2005).  Clinical social work practice:  An integrated approach (2nd ed.).  Boston, 
MA: Allyn & Bacon. 
 
Course Requirements/Grading 
 Journal of Practice with Individuals  10% 
 Class Participation and Attendance  10% 
 Midterm Exam    40% 
 Final Exam/Paper    40% 
 
Description of Course Requirements 
 
Journal of Practice with Individuals 
The student will maintain a practice journa l within Blackboard.  It is expected that the student will make one 
entry each week during the duration of the course. (FYI- The computer will stamp each entry with time and 
date.)  Entries will focus on the different ways the student can integrate class lectures, readings, and class 
discussions into his or her field practice.  Questions and concerns can also be raised here.  This is a “private” 
journal and will only be accessed by the professor and the student. 
 
Class Participation and Attendance 
In order for the class to be more dynamic and meaningful to the student, class attendance and participation is 
expected.  We will frequently utilize role-plays to practice skills and techniques. Class attendance is expected.  
If you must miss a class, you are responsible for obtaining the material missed from a classmate. Please turn cell 
phones and pagers to off or vibrate mode while in class. 
 
Midterm Exam 
The midterm exam will be an in-class examination focusing on the material covered up to and including 
October 2.  The exam will be multiple choice, true false, and matching. 
 
Final Exam/Paper 

 
1. General Comments on Papers  

a. Papers should be double-spaced, with one-inch margins all around and in a 12 
point font 

b. Use APA style for the paper and references 
c. Papers exceeding 6 pages in length, (excluding title page, abstract, figures, and 

references) will not be accepted 



d. Protect the confidentiality of your clients – do not include names, addresses or 
other identifying information in your paper 

e. Plagiarism will result in a failing grade. Paraphrase and cite all sources; if 
necessary, quote and cite the original source 

f. Good spelling and grammar are expected – please use the spell and grammar 
checkers built into your word processing package – poor spelling (e.g., more than 
2 misspelled words) and/or poor grammar (e.g., incomplete sentences, noun-verb 
disagreements, etc.) will result in the paper grade being lowered by up to one full 
letter grade (e.g., a paper that earned a B on content, but had several misspelled 
words and incomplete sentences could receive a grade of C) 

 
2. Late Papers  

Late papers will not be accepted without an acceptable excuse (see the Student Handbook 
for acceptable excuses).  If you must submit a paper late, you are expected to contact the 
instructor (by phone or e-mail) prior to the paper due date. 

 
Assignment of Final Grades 
 A 92-100 (indicates superior performance) 
 B+ 87-91 (indicates better than satisfactory performance) 
 B 82-86 (indicates satisfactory performance) 
 C+ 77-81 (indicates less than satisfactory performance) 
 C 70-76 (indicates performance well below graduate school standard) 

 
 
 
Date    Topic                                            Homework Due Dates 
August 28 Introduction to class Chapter 1 
September 4 Labor Day – No Class  
September 11 Introduction of Clinical Practice Chapter 2 

NASW Code of Ethics 
Complete online quiz using 
Blackboard 

September 18 The Clinical Interview - Process Chapter 3 
September 25 The Clinical Interview - Product Chapter 4 
October 2 Cross Cultural Practice  

Video: The Cross-cultural Therapeutic 
Alliance:  The African-American Patient 

Chapter 5 

October 9 Objects Relations Theory Video: 
Therapy with the Experts: Object 
Relations Theory 

Chapter 6 

October 16 Psychology of Women 
Video: A Feminist Perspective: 
Implications for Therapists 
Midterm Exam 

Chapter 8 

October 23 Solution-Focused Therapy 
Video:  Interviewing for Solutions 

Chapter 12 

October 30 Behavioral Theory Chapter 10 
November 6 Cognitive Theory Chapter 9 
November 13 Child and Adolescents Chapter 13 
November 20 Single-System Design Chapter 14 
November 27 Motivational Interviewing On reserve 



December 4 Disasters Psychological First Aid 
December 11 Final Examination/Paper  
   
   
 
 
General Comments 
 
The homework (reading assignments and papers) are to be completed by the beginning of class that they are 
due.  For example, the NASW Code of Ethics quiz needs to be completed before the class on September 11.  
The computer will not allow you to take the quiz after 9:00 am on September 11.  Please turn of cell phones or 
turn them to vibrate mode.  There is no eating or drinking in the classrooms. 
 
At the beginning of the semester, the student needs to request copy of Psychological First Aid via the link 
below: 
 
http://www.nctsnet.org/nccts/nav.do?pid=typ_terr_resources_pfa 
 

 
 
 
 
ADA Disclosure and Accommodation Requests 
Students with disabilities who believe that they may need an accommodation in this class must first complete a 
Disclosure and Accommodations Request Form and provide appropriate medical documentation certifying any 
disability as mandated by law.    Further information about this process is described in your MSSW Student 
Handbook.  Accommodations cannot be retroactive. 
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