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Code of Conduct:

It is the student's responsibility to have read the College of Social Work Ethical Academic
and Professional Conduct code that is in the College of Social Work MSSW Handbook
(http:/www.csw.utk.edu/msswy/).

The Honor Statement:

An essential feature of The University of Tennessee is a commitment to maintaining an
atmosphere of intellectual integrity and academic honesty. As a student of the University, |
pledge that | will neither knowingly give nor receive any inappropriate assistance in
academic work, thus affirming my own personal commitment to honor and integrity.
(Hilltopics, 2003).

Disability:

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a documented disability or
if you have emergency information to share, please contact the University of Tennessee
Office of Disability Services at 191 Hoskins Library (865-974-6087). This will ensure that
you are properly registered for services.

Course Description:

This course focuses on knowledge and practice of social scientific research philosophies
and methodologies with respect to their evolution and application to the field of social
work. It covers the history and philosophies of science; ethics of research practice; and the
research process including problem formulation, research design, instrument use and
construction; data collection, analysis and reporting, and evaluation and utilization of
research.

Course Rationale:

Social workers must be provided with the knowledge of research and its methods in order
to conduct research for informed, effective, and accountable practice within the framework
of research ethics. Toward that end, it is essential that social workers have the foundation
knowledge, skills, and tools necessary to conduct research as well as retrieve and critically
evaluate the existing research literature. It is also important that such a preparation for
research practice be reinforced with the use of appropriate statistical procedures and
computer technology. This course trains students to meet the increasing demands to
develop knowledge and to demonstrate practice effectiveness with the help of such
procedures and technology, in a responsible and ethical manner. It further aims to prepare
students for more advanced research methods for clinical as well as management,
community, and policy practice.



Course Objectives:
By completion of this course, students are expected to be able to demonstrate (through
course activities, assignments and/or exams):
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Understand of the role, history, and current status of research in social work theory
and practice;

Understanding of how to conduct research within the ethical guidelines of the
profession

Understand and know how to avoid potential biases in research with minority and
disadvantaged groups;

Understand and be able to apply the major stages of the research process;

Understand the basic assumptions, concepts, foundations, and limitations of the
traditional scientific approach and challenges to these foundations;

Know how to gain access to substantive and methodological research literature;

Understand the principles, logic, limitations, and alternative conceptualizations of
gualitative and quantitative research designs;

Understand basic evaluation designs for clinical as well as program management,
community, and policy practice;

Understand and be able to apply basic principles and methods of sampling;
Understand basic principles and limitations of measurement;

Select and use basic measurement methods for clinical as well as program
management, community, and policy practice;

Prepare, enter, and manipulate data using a microcomputer;

Interpret and compute basic descriptive statistics using a microcomputer;
Understand basic principles of inferential statistics;

Compute basic inferential statistics using a microcomputer;

Critically formulate and interpret research conclusions;

Write a research report using proper form and style.

Understand beginning level applications of systematic evaluation of practice.



