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Code of Conduct

It is the student’ s responsibility to have read the College of Social Work Ethical
Academic and Professional Conduct code that isin the College of Social Work MSSW
Handbook. (www.csw.utk.edu)

Honor_Statement

An essential feature of the University of Tennessee is a commitment to maintaining an
atmosphere of intellectual integrity and academic honesty. As a student of the University,
| pledge that | will neither knowingly give nor receive any inappropriate assistance in
academic work, this affirming my own personal commitment to honor and integrity.
(Hilltopics, 2002).

Disabilities

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a documented disability or
if you have emergency information to share, please contact the Office of Disability
Services at 191 Hoskins Library at (865) 974-6087. Thiswill ensure that you are
properly registered for services.

Course Description

Psychopathology is an advanced clinical course focusing on knowledge and assessment
of Psychosocia functioning of the individual. This course examines mental disordersin
terms of clinical presentation, problems, causes, and processes. An ecological

perspective is used to understand that mental illness occurs with a socia context.
Theories of and recent research in etiology of psychic dysfunction and social variance are
reviewed. Methods of assessment currently used in clinical social work practice are
demonstrated and critically examined. The interactions of biological, psychological
social, risk and resiliency, cultural, political and environmental factors are stressed in
understanding the development and maintenance of mental disorders.




Rationale

This course is an advanced elective for MSSW students. It is designed to provide
understand of psychopathology and dysfunctional behavior in terms of manifestation,
etiology, dynamic causation and diagnoses as a basis for intervention.

Cour se Objectives
By completion of this course, the student in expected to be able to (through course
activities, assignments and exams):

A. Describe different theoretical approaches or models for the study of
psychopathology.

B. Identify the components of comprehensive assessment with individual
clients, including the use of the mental status examination, differential
diagnosis and psychosocia evaluation.

C. Identify, describe and distinguish the major types of psychopathol ogy
including symptomology, etiology, and coping function served.

D. Identify theories of human growth and development that contribute to
understand psychopathology.
E Describe the interaction of biological, sociological, and psychological, risk

and resiliency factors in the generation of psychopathology.

F. Identify the effects of ethnic, racial cultural, economic, sexua orientation,
age, gender, physical and mental ability characteristics on and
vulnerability to maladaptive behavior.

G. Explicate an understanding of ethical issues encountered in assessment
and intervention in regard to psychopathology, and psychiatric diagnosis
with clients and the ability to analyze ethical dilemmas that may arise.

H. Apply knowledge of psychopathology to formulate differential diagnosis
and identify the implications for socia work intervention.

Texts
Required: Maxmen, J. S. & Ward, N. G. (1995). Essential Psychopathology and Its
Treatment. New York: W. W. Norton & Co.

Supplemental: American Psychiatric Association (1994). Diagnostic and Statistical
Manuel Of Menta Disorder. (DSM-1V). Washington, DC: APA.



Readings

Basic Tests have been selected and are listed above. In addition students are encouraged
to read extensively from the recommended reading and materials Review of articlesin
the numerous relevant professional journals is especially encouraged.

Expectations and Evaluation

Assignments will be distributed in class.

1. Term Paper-examination of a specific area or type of psychopathology.

2. Mid-term exam>QODbjective and comprehensive.

3. ParticipationStudents are encouraged to Serve as resource persons,
sharing with the class relevant information which they have gained in their
readings.

4. Fina Exam,

5. Grading will be based on:

a. Term Paper 20%
b. Mid Term Exam 50%
c. Participation 10%
d. Fina Exam 20%
Course Outline
6/02/03 Introduction to Course

The Study of Psychopathology
Social Work Perspective

6/04/03 Assessment of Psychopathology
Text Chapters 2, 3, 4,5, 6, 7
6/09/03 Anxiety Disorders
Text Chapter 11

06/11/03 Somatoform, Factitious, and Dissociative Disorders
Text Chapter 12, 13, 14

06/16/03 Schizophrenia Disorders
Text Chapter 9

06/18/03 Midterm Examinations



06/23/03 Mood Disorders

Text Chapter 10

6/25/03 Personality Disorders
Text Chapter 19

6/27/03 Disorders of Childhood
Text Chapter 20

7/03/03 Summary and Final Exam
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