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SW 514-515: Human Behavior and Social Environment | & Il
Course Outline

Summer 2004 - SW 515

Tuesday and Thursday 4:30- 8:30
Instructor: Kathy Davis
(Office hours by appt.)
Phone: 448-4475 | E-mail—kdavisll@utk.edu

Texts
Ashford, J.B., Lecory, C.W., & Lortie, K.L. (2001). Human Behavior in the Social Environment: A
Multidimensional Perspective. Pacific Grove, CA: Brooks/Cole.

Kirst-Ashman (2000). Human Behavior, Communities, Organizations and Groups in the Macro Social
Environment: An Empowerment Approach. Brooks/Cole.

Supplemental readings are available for downloading at the Hodges Reserve Webpage at:
http://pac.lib.utk.edu:8000/WebZ/initialize:sessionid=0:next=html/UTKhomeframe.html

Course Requirements

The course grade will be based on student participation, quizzes, a reading assignment, a paper, a
presentation and a final exam. The instructor encourages active student participation in class. Students
are expected to attend all classes, to prepare fully before each class, and to complete all assignments as
scheduled. Students will be expected to bring to class for discussion examples of concepts and
materials from their own life and practice experience. The course grade will be computed as follows:

1. Inclass group presentation 50 pts
2. Term paper/presentation of developmental theory 50 pts
3. Quizzes (3 @ 10 pts and 4 @ 25 pts each) 130 pts
4. Concept Map (7 @ 10 pts each) 70 pts
5. Final examination 50 pts
6. Class attendance and participation 50 pts

Total 400 points

The final course grade will be based on the following point totals:
376-400 points = A (Superior performance, exceeds expectations)
348-375 points = B+ (Better than satisfactory performance)
328-347 points = B (Satisfactory performance, meets expectations)
308-327 points = C+ (Less than satisfactory performance)



All written assignments must be prepared according to the guidelines contained in the APA
Publications Manual, 6th Edition.

Presentation

For this assignment you will be asked to select a developmental challenge (Examples: Sexism, Racism,
Substance Abuse, Mental IlIness, Poverty or Domestic Abuse), and one of the developmental stages
presented in class (Young Adulthood, Middle Adulthood, or Late Adulthood). The presentation can be
focused on many topics, with examples such as: Young Adulthood: gender differences, coming out,
impacts of childhood abuse, impact of poverty; Middle Adulthood: abuse in gay and lesbian
relationships, caring for family member with severe mental illness, caring for an elderly parent, and
step-parenting - blended families; Late Adulthood: elder abuse, poverty and aging, grandparents raising
children.

In the presentation, you should (1) summarize the characteristics of the developmental stage pertaining
to the nature and impact of the challenge on development; (2) provide a brief overview of the
developmental challenge; (3) discuss the influence of organizational and community factors; (4)
identify potential ethical issues and the dilemmas they present. We will discuss the expectations for
the presentation in more detail in class. Students interested in macro practice can expand on the
developmental challenge from an organizational or community focus.

Mid-Term Paper

The second assignment consists of two tasks: conduct interviews with two individuals from different
ethnic, racial and/or cultural groups who are in the same stage of development; and analysis of these
interviews based on developmental theory and the ecological perspective. Papers should be 6-8 pages
in length. All work non-original work must be referenced in APA format. This assignment represents a
significant portion of your grade and will be graded accordingly.

The Interviews

You are asked to conduct two "ethnographic™ or informal conversational interviews. Ethnographic
interviews differ from ethnographic observation in that you are both speaking with and interviewing
the participants. Ethnographic interviews are not intended to be structured research interviews, but are
instead intended to be as conversational as possible. You may want to prepare some general topics,
but just as in a clinical social work interview you want to be as natural as possible and balance where
the client/participant is going with the topics you wish to cover. The way we ask questions subtly
biases the answers we get, and if we put the question in a particular context we risk precluding the
most relevant answers. Your goal is to gain an understanding of the individuals' perspective on their
lives, not to diagnosis them or to gather any specific information. You will need to ask very broad
open-ended questions that will elicit responses that paint a picture of the individual’s life. You can
choose to ask the same questions of both people, or you can choose to simply have a conversation,
which ever you are most comfortable with. There is no one *“correct” way to conduct these interviews;
your task is to develop a global understanding of each individual’s experiences.

Your paper include the following:

Discuss important developmental themes or milestones that can be applied to the two individuals life
situations and specific concepts within that theory that will be used in later analysis.
Provide a descriptive discussion of the two individuals whom you interviewed.



Include an ecomap for both individuals.

Provide a rationale for your choice of the theory.

Provide a brief description that highlights the major concepts of the theory.

An application of the theory, provide an analysis of your interviews based on an application of the
theoretical concepts. Concluding sections, which will pull the first two sections together and draw a
summary about the impact of developmental tasks and culture (i.e. race, SES, gender roles,
stigmatization developmental stage issues, region) as you define it, on the development of these
individuals.

Discuss the strengths and weakness of the developmental theory.

* Note: You must use APA style and you must use headings.

Concept Maps

You will complete a concept map for each of the major topics covered in the class (groups,
communities, organizations, adolescence, young adulthood, middle adulthood, and late adulthood).
Details to be discussed in class and due dates will be posted on the Blackboard.

Quizzes

All quizzes must be completed prior to coming to class on due date posted on the Blackboard. Make
up quizzes will not be allowed.

Final exam
A final exam will be given at the end of the course. The exam will be comprehensive.

Attendance
You are expected to attend all classes and come prepared to participate in class discussions. Absences
and repeated late attendance will affect your participation grade.

Weekly Outline

A. INTRODUCTION: PARADIGMATIC THINKING

Session 1 1. Meta Perspectives: A review
6/1 a. Ecological and systems perspectives
b. Risk-resiliency and strengths perspectives
2. Linkage with HBSE |
3. Ethical issues in the study of human behavior

Session 2 Perspectives on groups (Quiz 1 : Groups, 10 pts)
6/3 a. Traditional and alternative paradigms
b. Types of groups

Read: - Ashford, Lecory & Lortie, “The social dimension for assessing social
functioning”. Human Behavior in the Social Environment: A Multidimensional ~ Perspective,
103-151.

- Kirst-Ashman, “Introduction to human behavior in the macro social
environment”. Human Behavior, Communities, Organizations & Groups in
the Macro Social Environment, 1-25.




- Kirst-Ashman, “Types of groups in the macro social environment” and
“Human behavior in groups”. Human Behavior, Communities, Organizations and Groups in the
Macro Social Environment, 202-241.

Session 3 Perspectives on organizations (Quiz 2: Organizations, 10 pts)
6/8 a. Defining organizations
b. Traditional and alternate paradigms
Human behavior in organizations
Environments of organizations

Perspectives on communities_ (Quiz 3: Communities, 10 pts)
a. Defining community
b. Traditional and alternative paradigms
c. Theoretical perspectives on communities
Diversity
Stratification, racial and ethnic communities
Gay and Lesbian communities

Video: Roger and Me

Read: - Kirst-Ashman (2000). Chapters 5-9, (p. 84-177)
- Kirst-Ashman, Chapters 2-4, (p. 26-83).

Session 4 Review of HBSE | (LIFE CYCLE - CONTINUED)
6/10 (Quiz 4: Infancy - adolescence, 25 pts)

a. Infancy - adolescence

b. Macro dimensions

Read: (Review) Ashford, Lecroy & Lortie, 1-102.

Sessions 5 & 6 Young adulthood (Quiz 5: Young Adulthood, 25 pts)
6/15 & 6/17 a. Gender roles - choosing partners

b. Group membership

c. Developmental disabilities

d

e

f

. Social class and poverty

. Maladaptive patterns: Domestic violence and abuse

. Mental illness and substance abuse: Video: “Into Madness”
Student Presentations

Read: - Ashford, Lecory & Lortie, “Young adulthood”, 413-467.
- Krist-Ashman, K. (2000). Chapter 9, (p. 178-201).

Sessions 7 & 8 Middle adulthood (Quiz 6: Middle adulthood, 25 pts)
6/22 & 6/24 a. Developmental issues: Changing roles
b. Economics and employment: Video: “American Hollow”
¢. Human Behavior in organizations
Human Behavior in Neighborhoods and Communities
Divorce and blended families




Student Presentations
Video: Gottman: Predicting Marital Interaction
Read: Ashford, Lecory, & Lortie, “Middle adulthood”, 469-525.
Session 9 & 10 Late adulthood (Quiz 7: Late adulthood, 25 pts)
6/29 & 7/2  a. Developmental issues: Social reconstruction

b. Challenges: Income and support systems
c. Video: Excerpts: “Tuesdays with Morrie”

Read: - Ashford, Lecory & Lortie, “Late adulthood”, 527-575
- Kirst-Ashman, “Diversity, populations at Risk and Human Behavior in
the Macro Social Environment”, Ch. 12, 242 - 264

Final Exam (50 points)
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