UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE
COLLEGE OF SOCIAL WORK

SW514 & SW515- Human Behavior and Social Environment | & 11
Course Outline
Summer 2005 — SW515

Tuesday and Thursday 5:30- 8:30
Ingtructor: Kathy Whitted
(Office hours by appt.)
Phone: 246-5300 / E-mal—kdavisli@uitk.edu

Texts
Ashford, JB., Lecory, CW., & Lortie, K.L. (2001). Human Behavior in the Socid Environment: A
Multidimensond Perspective. Pacific Grove, CA: Brooks/Cole.

Kirgt-Ashman (2000). Human Behavior, Communities, Organizations and Groups in the Macro Socia
Environment: An Empowerment Approach. Brooks/Cole.

Supplementa readings are available for downloading at the Hodges Reserve Webpage a:
http://pac.lib.utk.edu:8000/WebZ/initidi ze:sessionid=0:next=html/UTK homeframe html

Course Requirements

The course grade will be based on student participation, quizzes, areading assgnment, a paper, a
presentation and afina exam. The ingdructor encourages active sudent participation in class. Students
are expected to attend al classes, to prepare fully before each class, and to complete all assignments as
scheduled. Students will be expected to bring to class for discussion examples of concepts and
materids from their own life and practice experience. The course grade will be computed as follows:

1. Inclass group presentation 50 pts
2. Term paper/presentation of developmenta theory 50 pts
3. Community observation project 50 pts
3. Quizzes (3 @ 10 ptsand 3 @ 25 pts each) 105 pts
4. Concept map (3 @ 10 pts each) 30 pts
5. Find examindtion 50 pts
6. Class atendance and participation 65 pts

Totd 400 pts

The find course grade will be based on the following point totas:
376-400 points= A (Superior performance, exceeds expectations)
348- 375 points = B+ (Better than satisfactory performance)
328-347 points = B (Satisfactory performance, meets expectations)
308-327 points = C+ (Less than satisfactory performance)



All written assgnments must be prepared according to the guiddines contained in the APA Publications
Manual, 6™ Edition.

Presentation

For this assgnment you will be asked to sdlect a developmentd chdlenge (Examples Sexism, Raciam,
Substance Abuse, Menta 1lIness, Poverty or Domestic Abuse), and one of the developmentd stages
presented in class (Y oung Adulthood, Middle Adulthood, or Late Adulthood). The presentation can be
focused on many topics, with examples such as: Young Adulthood: gender differences, coming out,
impacts of childhood abuse, impact of poverty; Middle Adulthood: abusein gay and lesbian
relationships, caring for family member with severe mentd illness, caring for an ederly parent, and step-
parenting - blended families, Late Adulthood: elder abuse, poverty and aging, grandparents raisng
children.

In the presentation, you should (1) summarize the characteritics of the developmental stage pertaining
to the nature and impact of the challenge on development; (2) provide a brief overview of the
developmentd chdlenge; (3) discuss the influence of organizationa and community factors; (4) identify
potentid ethica issues and the dilemmas they present. We will discuss the expectations for the
presentation in more detail in class. Students interested in macro practice can expand on the
developmentd challenge from an organizationd or community focus.

Mid-Term Paper

The second assgnment consists of two tasks: conduct interviews with two individuas from different
ethnic, racid and/or culturd groups who are in the same stage of development; and andysis of these
interviews based on developmental theory and the ecological perspective. Papers should be 6-8 pages
in length. All work non-origind work must be referenced in APA format. This assgnment represents a
sgnificant portion of your grade and will be graded accordingly.

The Interviews

Y ou are asked to conduct two "ethnographic” or informa conversationd interviews. Ethnographic
interviews differ from ethnographic observation in that you are both spesking with and interviewing the
participants. Ethnographic interviews are not intended to be structured research interviews, but are
instead intended to be as conversational as possible. 'Y ou may want to prepare some genera topics,
but just asin aclinica socid work interview you want to be as natura as possible and baance where
the client/participant is going with the topics you wish to cover. The way we ask questions subtly biases
the answers we get, and if we put the question in a particular context we risk precluding the most
relevant answers. Your god isto gain an understanding of the individuas perspective on their lives, not
to diagnosis them or to gather any specific information. Y ou will need to ask very broad open-ended
questions that will dicit responsesthat paint a picture of theindividud’slife. Y ou can chooseto ask the
same questions of both people, or you can choose to Smply have a conversation, which ever you are
most comfortable with. Thereisno one “correct” way to conduct these interviews; your task isto
develop aglobd underganding of each individud’ s experiences.

Y our paper include the following:



1) Discussimportant developmenta themes or milestones that can be applied to the two individuads life
gtuations and specific concepts within that theory that will be used in later andyss

2) Provide a descriptive discussion of the two individuals whom you interviewed.

3) Include an ecomap for both individuas.

4) Provide araionde for your choice of the theory.

5) Provideabrief description that highlights the mgor concepts of the theory.

6) An gpplication of the theory, provide an andysis of your interviews based on an application of the
theoretical concepts. Concluding sections, which will pull the first two sections together and draw a
summary about the impact of developmenta tasks and culture (i.e. race, SES, gender roles,
stigmatization developmenta stage issues, region) as you define it, on the development of these
individuas.

7) Discuss the strengths and weakness of the developmenta theory.

* Note: You must use APA style and you must use headings.

Community Observations

Each student, in smal groups of 3-4, will conduct 5 hours of participant observation in South Memphis.
Participant observations involve unobtrusive observing in socid settings. One class period will be

dlotted for students observations, and remaining hours must be completed outside of classtime. Itis

mandatory for sudents to conduct observationsin smal groups. Students may not conduct

observationsin parsnor done. Violation of this requirement will result in loss of the credit assgned for

both the observations and the log.

Observation Log
Each student must submit a completed observation. A form and ingtructions for completing the log will
be provided.

Concept M aps

Y ou will complete a concept map for each of the mgor developmental stages covered in the class
(young adulthood, middle adulthood, and late adulthood). Details to be discussed in class and due
dates will be posted on the Blackboard.

Quizzes
All quizzes must be completed prior to coming to class on due date posted on the Blackboard. Make

up quizzes will not be dlowed.

Final exam
A find exam will be given at the end of the course. The exam will be comprehensive.

Attendance
Y ou are expected to attend all classes and come prepared to participate in class discussions. Absences
and repeated |ate attendance will affect your participation grade.



Session 1
5/31

Session 2

6/2

Read:

Session 3
6/7

Video:

Read:

Session 4

6/9

Read:

Weekly Outline

1. Meta Perspectives. A review

a Ecologicd and systems perspectives

b. Risk-resliency and strengths perspectives
2. Linkage with HBSE |
3. Ethicd issuesin the study of human behavior

Perspectives on groups (Quiz 1: Groups, 10 pts)
a. Traditiona and dternative paradigms
b. Typesof groups

- Adhford, Lecory & Lortie, “The socid dimension for assessng socid
functioning”. Human Behavior in the Socid Environment: A Multidimensond
Pergpective, 103-151.

- Kirst-Ashman, “Introduction to human behavior in the macro socid
environment”. Human Behavior, Communities, Organizations & Groupsin
the Macro Socia Environment, 1-25.

- Kirg-Ashman, “Types of groups in the macro socia environment” and
“Human behavior in groups’.  Human Behavior, Communities, Organizations
and Groups in the Macro Socid Environment, 202-241.

Per spectives on communities (Quiz 2. Communities, 10 pts)
a Defining community

b. Traditiona and dternative paradigms

c. Theoreticd perspectives on communities

c. Diversty
Stratification, racid and ethnic communities
Gay and Lesbian communities
Roger and Me

- Kirgt-Ashman (2000). Chapters 5-9, (p. 84-177)
- Kirgt-Ashman, Chapters 2-4, (p. 26-83).

Out of Class Assgnment: Community Observation Assgnment

(Review) Ashford, Lecroy & Lortie, 1-102.



Session 5 Per spectives on organizations (Quiz 3: Organizations, 10 pts)
6/14 a Defining organizations

b. Traditiond and dternate paradigms

d. Human behavior in organizations

e. Environments of organizaions

Session 6 Out of Class Assignment: Developmenta Interview
6/16

Sessions 7 Young adulthood (Quiz 4: Young Adulthood, 25 pts)
6/21 a. Gender roles- choosing partners

b. Group membership

c. Devedopmentd disabilities

d. Socid classand poverty

e. Maadaptive patterns. Domestic violence and abuse

f. Mentd illness and substance abuse: Video: “Into Madness’

g. Student Presentations

Read: - Adhford, Lecory & Lortie, “Young adulthood”, 413-467.
- Krigt-Ashman, K. (2000). Chapter 9, (p. 178-201).
Sessions 8 Middle adulthood (Quiz 5: Middle adulthood, 25 pts)
6/23 a Developmentd issues. Changing roles
b. Economics and employment: Video: “ American Hollow”
¢. Human Behavior in organizations
d. Human Behavior in Neighborhoods and Communities
e. Divorce and blended families
f. Student Presentations
Video: Gottman: Predicting Marita Interaction
Read: Adhford, Lecory, & Lortie, “Middle adulthood”, 469-525.
Session 9 Late adulthood (Quiz 6: Late adulthood, 25 pts)
6/28 a Developmentd issues: Socid recondruction

b. Chdlenges: Income and support systems
c. Video: Excerpts. “ Tuesdayswith Morri€’

Read: - Ashford, Lecory & Lortie, “Late adulthood”, 527-575
- Kirgt-Ashman, “Diversty, populaions a Risk and Human Behavior in
the Macro Socid Environment”, Ch. 12, 242 - 264



Session 10 Final Exam (50 points)
6/30
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Tresch, RW. (1994). Principles of Economics. Minnegpolis. West Publishing Company, Parts V
through X (more specificaly, part VIl on macroeconomics, pp. 697-827).

Adtin, M.C., Ogland-Hand, SM., Coleman, EM., & Foy, D.W. (1995). Posttraumatic stress
disorder and childhood abuse in battered women: Comparisons with maritaly distressed women.
Journd of Consulting and Clinica Psychology, 63(2), 308-312.

Beitchman, JH., Zucker, K.J., Hood, JE., DaCosta, G.A. Akman, D., & Cassavia, E. (1992). A
review of the long-term effects of child sexud abuse. Child Abuse and Neglect 16, 101-118.

Burden, D. & Klerman, L. (1984). Teenage parenthood: Factors that |essen economic dependence.
Socid Work. 29, 11-16.



Hussey, D. & Singer, M. (1993). Psychologica distress, problem behaviors, and family functioning of
sexually abused adolescent inpatients. Journd of American Academy of Child and Adolescent
Psychiatry, 32, 954-961.

Gans, H. (1971). The positive functions of poverty. American Journd of Sociology, 78, 275-289.

Gray, M. (1995). “African Americans’ in J. Philleo, and F, Brisbane (1995). Cultura Competence for
Socia Workers: A Guide for Alcohol and Drug Abuse Professionals Working with Ethnic and Recid
Communities. DHHS; Washington.

Kahana, B., & Kahana, E. (1982). Clinica issues of middle age and later life. Annuds of the American
Academy of Political and Socid Science, 46, 140-161.

Smith, T. & Springer, D. (1998). Treating Chemicaly Dependent Children and Adolescents. In C.A.
McNeece & D.M. DiNitto (1994). Chemica Dependency: a Systems Approach. Englewood Cliffs,
NJ: Prentice Hall.

Surrey, JL. (1991). The sdlf-in-relation: A theory of women's development. 1n Jordan, Kaplan,
Miller, Stiver, & Surrey, Women's Growth in Connection. New Y ork: Guileford, 51-66.

Westermeyer, J. (1998). Predictors and characteristics of mental hedlth among men a midlife: A 32-
year longitudind study. American Journd of Orthopsychiatry, 68, 265-273.

Windle, M. (1997). Mate smilarity, heavy substance use and family history of problem drinking among
young adult women. Journa of Studies on Alcohal, 58, 573-580.




